Tilakkhana (anicca, dukkha & anatta)

The three signata refer to the three essential marks or characteristics of all "compounded" things, animate or inanimate, microscopic or macroscopic. Because of the universality of their applicability they could be considered as having the force of universal laws. These characteristics are impermanence (anicca), unsatisfactoriness (dukkha), and insubstantiality (anatta).

	Anicca  (impermanence)
	Dukkha (pain/suffering)
	Anatta (selflessness)

	establishes impermanence as the basic universal law
	'pain', painful feeling, which may be bodily and mental (s. vedaná).


	'not-self', non-ego, egolessness, impersonality

	all phenomena are subject to constant change, to rise and fall, and no permanent states, either physical or animate, exists.
	states that all complexes of phenomena, are in the final analysis unsatisfactory
	The Buddha advanced psycho-physical explanation of the individual which leaves no room for a soul. The Buddha recognised that the delusion of self or ego was one of the most powerful of human instincts, and at the same time one of the most potent sources of ignorance and wrong action.

	from impermanence the other two characteristics, suffering (dukkha) and not-self (anattá), are derived
	unsatisfactoriness manifests itself as "suffering"
	The Buddha advanced psycho-physical explanation of the individual which leaves no room for a soul. The Buddha recognised that the delusion of self or ego was one of the most powerful of human instincts, and at the same time one of the most potent sources of ignorance and wrong action.

	is the rising, passing and changing of things, or the disappearance of things that have become or arisen.
	refers to the unsatisfactory nature and the general insecurity of all conditioned phenomena
	states that there is no permanent essence, "self", ego, or soul in phenomena

	
	on account of their impermanence, are all liable to suffering, and this includes also pleasurable experience
	the second discourse after Enlightenment, preached by the Buddha to his first five disciples, who after hearing it attained to perfect Holiness (arahatta).



	
	The Four Noble Truths
	


	All phenomena owe their origin and existence to pre-conditioning factors. Everything is the result of some cause or other working on the thing concerned. This is a view that is also shared by modern science, for without the operation of systematic causes much of the achievement of modern science may not be possible.



	The Buddhist theory of causation is one of the cardinal discoveries of the Buddha during his enlightenment. It is presented as a list of twelve bases which are causally linked to each other. Since the links from a closed circle we can break into the chain at any point. The order in the traditional list is as follows: (1) Ignorance, (2) Volitional formations (sankhâra), (3) consciousness, (4) mind-and-form, (5) sense-bases, (6) contact, (7) feeling, (8) craving, (9) clinging, (10) becoming, (11) birth, (12) old-age-and-death.



